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SUMMARY OF PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE ADMISSIONS AND CONTINUED 
OCCUPANCY POLICY (ACOP) FOR THE PUBLIC HOUSING PROGRAMS  

 
Dear Resident:  
 
Over the last several months, staff at the BHA has been working on proposed changes to our Admissions 
and Continued Occupancy Policy (ACOP) to better address the housing needs of Boston residents and the 
need to maintain a ninety-eight percent occupancy rate and therefore maximize our federal funding levels.  
We will be sharing the draft of the proposed changes with the Resident Advisory Board (RAB) and with both 
the federal and state agencies which regulate the BHA. The draft of the proposed ACOP will be available for 
a 45-day review and comment period commencing September 21, 2011.  The ACOP applies to the 
admissions, screening and placement of applicants and to the way in which transfers are handled. 
 

Below is a summary of the proposed changes to the ACOP.  Copies of the entire document are available in 
your management office.  Copies of the draft ACOP are also available for review on the BHA’s website at 
www.BostonHousing.org and at the Leased Housing Division located on the 8th floor at 52 Chauncy Street, 
Boston.  In addition, two public hearings have been scheduled at the Amory Street public housing 
development, 1st floor training room, 125 Amory Street, Jamaica Plain/Roxbury, MA on Thursday, October 
20, 2011at 1:00 P.M. and again at 6:00 P.M. 
 
 

We encourage you to send us your comments and to attend the public hearing on this important policy.  
 
If you are a person with a disability and require a reasonable accommodation related to either reviewing the 
documents or attending the hearing please call 617-988-4542 or TDD 800-545-1833 ext. 420. Interpreters 
can be made available at the hearing upon request. Comments can be sent to: 52 Chauncy Street, Attn: 
Barbara Sheerin, Boston, MA 02111 or e-mail at Barbara.sheerin@bostonhousing.org  
 
Proposed Changes: 
 

♦ Give single individuals the option to be placed on either the studio or 1BR waiting lists. Must elect one or 
the other but not both.  Chapter 3 and Chapter 6. 

 

♦ Emergency Transfers and Priority One Applicants to be made only one housing offer.  Will always have 
the opportunity to submit Good Cause/Reasonable accommodation documentation for consideration 
and appeal rights. Chapters 6 and 7. 

 

♦ Transfers and Applicants are to move in to the accepted unit within 30 days from the offer date unless 
the Authority approves another justified date.  Chapters 6 and 7. 

 

♦ Under Housed residents where the unit size they require does not exist may select any development of 
choice and be considered as an “On-Site” Under Housed transfer on the sites selected. Chapter 7. 

 

♦ Every other 4th unit by site by bedroom size shall be assigned to an Emergency Transfer. Chapters 6 
and 7. 

 

♦ Every 8th unit by site by bedroom size shall be assigned to an “On-Site” Under or Over Housed Transfer 
when the site is at 98% occupied.  If no approved “On-Site” transfer the unit shall be offered first to an 
Emergency Transfer, if none to an Applicant.  If the site is not at 98% occupied the 8th unit shall be 
offered to an Emergency Transfer, if none to an Applicant. Chapter 6 and 7. 

 

♦ Added language to clarify which Applicants determined ineligible may re-apply at any time. Chapter 4. 
 

♦ Revised language for the “Displaced from a Unit in Boston” preference and verification required. 
Chapter 4. 

 

                               
  

(EN ESPAÑOL AL LADO REVERSO) 
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